THE LEARNING PROCESS
human being in a similar situation Suppose a man just
about dinner time is shut in a room with two doors,
one leading to the dining-room and a company of friends,
the other leading into a blind alley. His behaviour will,
at any rate apparently, differ from the chicken's. He
will not rush about in fruitless dashes at the walls He will
at once select a door, open it, and if it is the wrong one
he will go to the other and enter the dining-room If placed
in the same situation next day, he will avoid the wrong door ;
or if he should perhaps fail to remember, he will learn in a
very short series of trials. It may be said that the man
consciously remembers and acts accordingly, whereas the
effect on the chicken is some influence on the nerves which
facilitates but does not ensure the correct choice next day,
an unconscious influence.
But is the situation into which we have placed the
man really comparable with that into which we placed the
chicken ? Suppose a giant had taken the man and put birr)
into a dungeon, would there not then be the possibility of
rushing about and acting vigorously but aimlessly ? Or
suppose, instead of fluttering his feelings, we simply give
the man something harder to do. Give him a mechanical
puzzle in which two pieces of bent metal have to be separated
without the use of force ; which can only be accomplished
by getting them into just the correct relative positions, or
into a sequence of such positions. When we try such a
puzzle, do we not find ourselves making " trial and error "
movements ? Do we not usually succeed, after a long series
of aimless manipulations, without knowing exactly what it
was we did to achieve success ? Do we not make many fruit-
less manipulations even after one or two successes, and only
come gradually to reduce the time taken ? x Perhaps there
is no essential difference, but only one of degree, between the
chicken's learning and the man's learning.
The reader may reply that sooner or later the man " under-
1 See Buger, Archives of Psychology, 1910, No. 15«
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